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(Posted by Martin in 4 stars, The Sun is Not for us, the Space, Tony Challis on August 7, 2012)
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This show opens with a scene of foot-binding, the cruel practice which was very common in pre-modern China. There is a graphic x-ray
illustration of the deformities thus caused on the back-screen at this time. The scene is the more striking as the victims are young British

women.
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Director David Jiang has brought this production from Leeds. The cast are Leeds University students who very effectively and evocatively
present a complicated show. Four plays by the modern classic Chinese playwright Cao Yu (writing mainly between 1930 and the late 1940s)
are presented in shortened form and intertwined with each other. All involve difficult and oppressive situations for the women involved —
whether a woman seduced by her stepson, a woman marrying a man in an arranged marriage when he is devoted to another, a woman who
comes to overvalue wealth via her rich lover and who has no way out when he crashes, a woman whose love is not returned and who is
compelled to become a courtesan.
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We begin one story, move into another, weaving through all four, a ribbon being passed between the women...but have no fear, it is all very
clear, and the performers make it all clear by very good diction and firm characterisation. We become involved in this group of stories with a
common thread.
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Similar stories occur in many cultures, and | was led to think of the plays of Lorca concerning women in early modern rural Spain. This is a very
engaging and attractive production, where the music adds depth and resonance, and which makes us aware of how oppressive things were so
recently, while now, even if far from perfect, women’s experiences are mostly better.
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The company plan to take this show to Shanghai in the autumn and it is to be hoped that they are successful there.
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