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Edinburgh Festival: An British Theatre Troupe perform a famous Chinese Play
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The annual Edinburgh International Festival was established in 1947 and is the oldest in
world history. It is the largest scale international arts festival and a feast for artistic performers
and enthusiasts. The commemorations for the festivals 66" year were held from the 9
August to the 2" September. It is not unusual for the festival to include Chinese elements.
This year Leeds University theatre group stage@leeds performed The Sun is Not for Us, an
English language play developed of four plays from the modern classic Chinese playwright
Cao Yu. Produced by Cao Yu’s step-daughter, Professor Ruru Li and the former head of
college at the Hong Kong Academy for the Performing Arts theatre school David Jiang, the
production revealed the young British actors performance of Cao Yu to the audience.
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Ever since the 1930s and ‘40s Cao Yu’s plays have been continuously adapted for the
stage both within China and internationally. This performance focuses on the women
characters across several of his plays including Fanyi, Sifeng and Chen Bailu. Through their
understanding and journey through each of the Cao Yu'’s plays, the actors newly devise a
modern idea and style of play. They draw to the minds of the audience to the mentality and
the suffering Chinese women experienced at the beginning of the 20t Century.
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Among the activities that constitute Edinburgh International Festival, the most famous
are the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo (see Picture), the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and the
Edinburgh International Festival. Every year the festival attracts all kinds of performers. From
world-class stars down to street performers, all gather in the theatres and streets of
Edinburgh to the cheers of over a million tourists, and show their artistic talents and ideas.
Last year 210,000 domestic and foreign performers participated. During the Festival hostels
and guesthouses in Edinburgh are all crammed full due to the surge of tourists.
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